
But tackled correctly, there is an opportunity to get things 

right from the outset, thereby possibly avoiding an additional, 

prolonged and costly planning process, and also taking the 

chance to enhance the scheme on the back of local comment. 

A perfect illustration is at Houghton Farmyard, a scheme first 

conceptualised around two years ago. Meetings with local 

people and parish councils involving both BCM and Turleys, 

planning experts from Southampton, saw the scheme carefully 

guided to planning consent – and along the way the number 

of homes increased from 12 in the original scheme to 13 as it 

exists now. 

There was local concern about landscape impact and the 

Bossington Estate, the landowners, wanted to create a 

scheme that did not result in over development or destroy the 

character of the area. 

Our work with planning officers from Test Valley Borough 

Council has brought about a scheme that remains sensitive to 

the Conservation Area in which it is set. 

Nine of the resultant homes will be offered on the open 

market and at present it’s not certain how the affordable 

homes will be occupied, although it’s generally hoped that 

local people should have access to them. 

BCM have successfully agreed terms to sell the site. 

Another illustration of how cooperation helps deliver is the 

recent gaining of planning permission for 21 homes at Rookley 

on the Isle of Wight. 

The site, almost in the geographic centre of the Island and 

behind Rookley Post Office at Blackwater Hollow, is currently 

occupied by an industrial building and open parking. 

Among the subsequently consented mix of 21 dwellings are 

two flats, five terraced houses, six semi-detached houses, 

each with a garage, two bungalows with garages, four 

detached houses with garages, and two detached houses with 

double garages. 

The houses, built in brick of a traditional design to 

complement the existing stock in Rookley, will also include a 

number of affordable homes. 

David Long , Partner, Isle of Wight office, held an open evening 

with residents to enable them to comment and also attended 

parish council meetings. As a result, the consented decision 

was made by planning officers under delegated powers, 

clearly demonstrating the efficiency for all concerned when 

local opinion is taken into account from the outset. 

BCM continue to raise and promote a number of similar sites 

for clients.
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“
...thereby possibly avoiding an additional, 
prolonged and costly planning process...” 

B 
uilding homes in an established village 
setting can lead to friction with the local 
population. 
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