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Chairman’s Message

| have known the Partners of BCM LLP for many years,
including the James Harris era, and was delighted to be
invited to be their non exec Chairman. With thirty years
commercial Partnership experience, | identify with BCM’s
rapid expansion. My main role has been to persuade

the Partners to focus regularly on the running of their
own business rather than exclusively on the needs

of their clients.

From a standing start in early 2001, concentrating on
agricultural issues, the practice has grown to eighteen
people embracing a full architectural service to
compliment ever-changing rural diversification and
management matters.

The Partners at BCM are actively involved in all aspects
of countryside management and farming, either directly
as individuals or within family holdings. This gives them
a perspective similar to that of their clients, with whom
they identify closely. Knowing how BCM works, and the
integrity of the Partners, clients seem to have an innate
understanding that such independently minded people
always offer straightforward advice, even when it

is not necessarily what a client might want to hear!

| have no hesitation in commending the BCM team to you
and trust you enjoy reading this first newsletter.

John Harding, Chairman
jharding@bcm.co.uk
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' ?'rarge number of clients who used BCM’s services did so because of our
omprehensive market knowledge, together with our detailed working

understanding of farm and estate management. The complexity of rural property b,
purchases and pricing should not be under-estimated, and BCM has the ﬁ
experience necessary to achieve the best price. :

&

We have also shown that our regional base is no impediment to marketing
property on a national and international basis. We have good relations with all the
relevant national rural press, and employ press agents to ensure coverage in
mainstream newspapers and magazines. Our own website together with strategic
use of primelocation.com and rightmove.co.uk ensures a robust inter_net presence.
As we have moved througth@Q?l we Havcselﬂdenmd-oqtshppmg suppﬁyio
such an extent that standard land values in excess of £5000 per acre are being

* regularly ‘achieved. ‘Despite concerns over the property market generally, we
expect to continue to see exceptional prices for farms and land in our area.

We at BCM would like to thank our clients for their ongoing support. We welcome
discussion of any aspect of rural management or sales and purchase. It may seem
unduly parochial in today’s fast moving world, but we count all our clients as

our friends.

lain Curry, Senior Partner
icurry@bcm.co.uk

01962 763900 www.bcm.co.uk



Local Authority planning policy still
prefers redundant farm buildings to be
converted to a commercial use. This is
becoming increasingly difficult to justify
due to the emphasis on “sustainable”
development as most farm buildings
are located some distance away from
built up areas with poor communication
links. There are also considerable
numbers of farm buildings already
converted to commercial use in most
areas, thus resulting in an over-supply
of rural commercial buildings.

Central and local Government are finally
looking at conversion of redundant
farm buildings as an important and
integral part of farm diversification
providing farmers with an additional
source of income. English Heritage
has also produced new guidance on
the re-use of redundant farm buildings
looking at the wider options for

their use.

Planning Authorities will still resist
proposals to convert redundant farm
buildings to a domestic use. However,
it is often the only way to retain farm
buildings which are either in unsuitable
locations for “sustainable” commercial
use or where there is already over
supply of commercial buildings.

It is therefore increasingly important to
obtain correct and current advice to
enable the right approach to achieve
the required result, as the planning
system becomes ever more complex
and involved. We have overseen

£5 million of development.

During the past year BCM have
completed the conversion of several
large redundant farm building
complexes to high quality residential

units and have also obtained a number [
of Planning and Listed Building

Consents for the conversion of historic

farm buildings to residential use. =
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Country House
Renovations

Due to the strength of the country
house market we have seen a
continuing demand for small and large
scale house renovations. During the
past year BCM has completed two
large renovation projects with a further
three starting on site and four at the
planning stage. BCM is ideally placed
to provide clients with the necessary
advice and cost management when
renovating this type of home.

Clients are becoming increasingly
discerning and expecting a higher
quality of design, delivered in an
ever-shorter time scale. They seek to
introduce increasing levels of
technology whilst providing more
efficient and eco-friendly ways of
running the home. Renovating large
and historic country houses requires
considerable expertise.

Over the past few years BCM have
developed strategies and relationships
with suitable specialist contractors to
provide a fast and high quality service
tailored to suit each clients needs.

James Fraser, Partner
jffraser@bcm.co.uk
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Market Comment

Letting of farm cottages and houses
continues to provide a valuable
additional revenue source and the
market remains vibrant with a definite
shortage of quality rural properties to
let. We have also noticed a keen
interest from people making their first
steps into rural living. Many of the
current potential tenants have sold
their own property and are renting while
they look to buy. In particular school
catchment areas are important for
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people with young families. An e L T o
increasing number of our tenancy . -

enquiries come from our listings in .
www.rightmove.co.uk and
www.primelocation.com.

The inception of the Tenancy Deposit
Scheme in April 2007 has led to a
further level of complication for
landlords. We offer a full service
dealing with this scheme.

If considering letting your property, it
is important to maximise its potential
return. Our Lettings Department is
always happy to give a free market
appraisal and advice to help you
secure not only the best potential
return but also a tenant who will care
for and enjoy living in your property.

Romy Adlington, Lettings Negotiator
lettings@bcm.co.uk





